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I also believe that every human being has the 
inherent right to life and that this right must be 
protected by law. As a woman, a wife, and a 
mother of two small children, I will continue to 
fight for the unborn as the Representative of 
Alabama’s Second Congressional District. 

I applaud my home state of Alabama in its 
admirable fight to protect human life. Alabama 
recently became the fifth state to pass a 
measure banning physicians from performing 
abortions after 20 weeks—which, according to 
research, is the point where unborn children 
can experience pain. I applaud the Alabama 
legislature for taking such a strong stance on 
abortion and protecting the unborn. 

I believe that I have an obligation to do ev-
erything in my power to fight for the unborn, 
prevent taxpayer money from funding abor-
tions, and to protect our democratic system 
from the encroachment of an all-powerful judi-
ciary. 

Mr. Speaker, today is a time to celebrate 
the gift of life and mourn those whose lives 
were unjustly ended before birth. Let us use 
the 39th anniversary of Roe v. Wade as an 
occasion to reaffirm our beliefs and our vow to 
fight for the life of every child. 
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Fire Chief Anthony Bednarz upon his 
retirement after 50 years of service to the resi-
dents of Western Springs and Riverside, Illi-
nois, two villages in my district. He retired on 
December 31, 2011. These two villages are, 
and always will be, safer thanks to his efforts. 

The seeds of Chief Bednarz’s career were 
planted at a young age, since his father 
served as a firefighter as well. Thinking that 
he wanted to avoid firefighting, Chief Bednarz 
entered the United States Army where he 
served honorably. After his discharge, he 
changed his mind and joined the Riverside 
Fire Department in 1961. He knew almost im-
mediately that he wanted to be a leader within 
the department and took classes to be one of 
the first to earn a degree in Fire Science from 
the College of DuPage. 

Over the years, Chief Bednarz gained the 
respect of his peers and eventually became 
Fire Chief of the Riverside Fire Department in 
1976—a position he would hold for the next 
30 years. The Riverside Fire Department is 
one of the most progressive and effective in 
the area thanks to the leadership of Chief 
Bednarz. He was pivotal in modernizing the 
department’s building and rolling stock. He 
also coordinated the Riverside emergency 
medical response system in the 1970s. 

Chief Bednarz left the Riverside Fire Depart-
ment five years ago to join the Western 
Springs Fire Department where he helped 
make improvements and guided the construc-
tion of a new building for the fire department. 

Chief Bednarz has touched countless lives 
as a firefighter, manager, and mentor. He will 

be missed as a veteran firefighter and we are 
all sad to see him go. But it is a happy time 
for his family, as his retirement will give him 
more time to enjoy with his wife, Marianne, his 
children, Krista, Lisa, Charles, and Paula, and 
his grandchildren. I thank Fire Chief Anthony 
Bednarz for his career of service and I wish 
him a long and happy retirement. 

f 

HONORING RACHEL COLLETT 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor and acknowledge the extraordinary 
life and decidedly courageous outlook of Ra-
chel Collett upon her graduation from Livonia 
Churchill High School. 

On January 13, 2012, Rachel, resplendent 
in her red cap and gown, rose from her wheel-
chair and walked across the stage to accept 
her high school diploma. After ceremoniously 
moving the tassel from right to left, she trium-
phantly tossed her cap into the air as family, 
friends and school officials applauded. 

Rachel Collett has taught much more than 
she has learned. She was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma at the age of 11 and though 
since the initial diagnosis she has been con-
stantly been in some form of treatment but 
never remission, she has never let the disease 
define her. Rather, she focused on living and 
determined to schedule her treatment around 
life and not life around her treatment. She has 
resolved to make every moment worth remem-
bering. Rachel was earned a Livonia Rotary 
Service Award, earned college credits while in 
high school, coached middle school 
cheerleading squads and was a member of 
the Churchill High School varsity cheerleading 
squad until this school year. She attended 
classes until October 2011 when the debili-
tating pain made it impossible to continue. 
Even then, the indomitable Miss Collett contin-
ued her schoolwork at home. 

Rachel Collett is a remarkable young 
woman who reminds us longevity is never 
promised in this life. She has accepted what 
is and is determined to live the days God has 
given her striving to accomplish the goals she 
has set for herself. What we take for granted 
she fights for the opportunity to achieve. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor and absolute 
privilege to recognize this incredibly inspiring 
young woman. For all she has endured, Ra-
chel Collett still embraces life with an irre-
pressible smile. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the incomparable light she is to 
all who know her and in thanking her for all 
she has brought to our community and our 
country. Shine on, Rachel. 
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to mark 
the loss of a titan of education in Los Angeles, 

Shirley Levine, who passed away on January 
9, 2012. The entire Los Angeles community 
suffered a great loss in her passing. 

Shirley Levine served as an educator in the 
LA Unified School District before founding the 
Abraham Joshua Heschel School in 1972. En-
couraged by several local leaders, such as 
Rabbi Harold Schulweis and Mark Lainer, 
Shirley laid the groundwork for a school that 
would fuse humanistic values, a love of Juda-
ism, and unparalleled secular studies. She 
originally opened the school in North Holly-
wood, CA, but Heschel quickly outgrew facili-
ties at Adat An El and Valley Beth Shalom 
synagogues, among other locations, and the 
school eventually found a permanent home in 
Northridge, CA. As noted by Rabbi Jan Gold-
stein, the rabbi-in-residence during Heschel 
Day School’s early years, each institution was 
forever impacted by Shirley’s vision and pas-
sion. 

As Heschel’s Congressman during the 
1980s and 1990s, I watched the school ma-
ture into a powerful source of moral strength 
in the San Fernando Valley community, with 
thousands of roots that trace back to Shirley’s 
instruction and guidance. I have seen these 
roots firsthand—many of my constituents are 
current students and graduates of Heschel, as 
are some of my staff and close family friends. 
I can see Shirley’s legacy through the activism 
and Jewish vitality of these individuals. 

One graduate related to me stories of week-
ly Sabbath gatherings in every classroom at 
Heschel, and how meaningful it was to mark 
that day each week with peers. The week had 
an anchor, with the Sabbath as the focus. 
That epitomizes Shirley’s approach—she cre-
ated an institution with a warm, welcoming en-
vironment, one imbued with Jewish and hu-
manistic values. I am also aware that many 
graduates credit Shirley for making them the 
person they are today, especially those who 
spent an inordinate amount of time for discipli-
nary reasons in Shirley’s office. Shirley’s son, 
Darren, stated during Shirley’s eulogy that his 
mother’s lasting message is: ‘‘Be passionate 
about what you do, treat others with compas-
sion, and take actions to make the world a 
better place.’’ I am inspired by the passion in 
which Shirley led her life; I am mindful of the 
compassion she imbued in her students; and 
I am grateful to Shirley for indeed making our 
community a better place. 

My condolences go out to Shirley’s hus-
band, Arnold; children Mark, Darren and 
Marci; and the entire Heschel family. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 947 I was detained while attempting to 
reach the house floor to cast my vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted, 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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